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into which these organs pour their contents; at its pos-
terior end the canal is dilated into a very large elongated
sac, which extends backwards to about one-fourth of the
length of the whole animal, and is filled with food, while
from its anterior, or upper surface, it has an oval, muscular
formation, from which the alimentary canal is continued
forwards, and, after making a few turns, passes backwards
in an almost direct line, on the upper surface of the large
sac, again passing backwards and forwards, until it finally
arrives at its termination, which it passes round, and then
proceeds in a direct line to the anal outlet/' By the aid
of the miscroscope extremely minute portions of woody
fibre have been found in the oesophagus and in the sac.
The worm lines the passage in the wood with a hard shell
non-adherent to its body and secreted by the external
covering. The teredo fits loosely in this shell, and the
intermediate space is filled with water, which serves for
breathing and forms a current which expels excreted
foetal matter.
In the case of wood recently attacked by the teredo
navaiis, the signs are scarcely visible on the surface, and
it is not until the destruction has proceeded to a con-
siderable extent that it becomes obviously externally
apparent. Meantime, however, the'timber may be com-
pletely honeycombed on the interior, the only external
signs being a number of very minute perforations on the
surface, usually covered and concealed with slime. The
tail of the worm will be found in close proximity to one
of these openings, and the head at the end of various
turnings and twistings, in * many cases over three feet
therefrom.
The teredo lays eggs which are washed against timber
submerged in the water 'and to which they become
attached, and as soon as hatched the worm immediately